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City of Austin 
Design Commission – Project Submittal Consideration Sheet 

Project Name: 

Project Location/Address: 

Applicant: Property Owner: 

Mailing Address: Mailing Address: 

Phone Number: Phone Number: 

Project Architect/Engineer: Project Start Date: Project End Date: 

Mailing Address: Phone Number: 

Is project subject to redevelopment site 
plan or zoning application approvals? 
 
Yes                       No 

Anticipated Dates of Action 
 
Planning Commission: 
City Council: 

Narrative Description of Proposed Project (including entitlements that you are seeking; 
attach or add  additional page(s) as necessary) : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is Alternative Equivalent Compliance (AEC) requested for this project? 
 
            Yes                       No                     If yes, please refer to following page 
 
 
Current Status of Submittal: 
 
              Conceptual   Schematic   Design Development 
 
Do you have a copy of the Urban Design Guidelines for Austin?         Yes              No 
If not, please see: 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/downtown/downloads/urban_design_guidelines_for_austin.pdf 
 
Please fill in the subsequent information on the following pages. 

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/downtown/downloads/urban_design_guidelines_for_austin.pdf�
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City of Austin  
Design Commission – Project Submittal Consideration Sheet (Continued) 
 

 
Relate the project to applicable items addressed in the Urban Design Guidelines for 
Austin.  For an explanation of each guideline, please review the document at: 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/downtown/downloads/urban_design_guidelines_for_austin.pdf 
 
 
ALTERNATIVE EQUIVALENT COMPLIANCE (AEC) 
 
Is AEC being requested for this project?  Yes  No   
 
If yes, please explain nature of request including alternatives offered and entitlements 
sought.  Attach additional page if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AREA WIDE GUIDELINES 
 
1. Create dense development  

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
2. Create mixed-use development  

 
   incorporated,        need input,         N/A 

 

http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/downtown/downloads/urban_design_guidelines_for_austin.pdf�
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3. Limit development which closes downtown streets 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
4. Buffer neighborhood edges 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
5. Incorporate civic art in both public and private development  

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
6. Protect important public views 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
7. Avoid historical misrepresentations 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
8. Respect adjacent historic buildings 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
9. Acknowledge that rooftops are seen from other buildings and the street 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
10. Avoid the development of theme environments 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
11. Recycle existing building stock 
  

   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 
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GUIDELINES FOR THE PUBLIC STREETSCAPE 
 
1. Protect the pedestrian where the building meets the street 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
2. Minimize curb cuts  

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
3. Create a potential for two-way streets 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
4. Reinforce pedestrian activity 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
5. Enhance key transit stops 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
6. Enhance the streetscape 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
7. Avoid conflicts between pedestrians and utility equipment 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
8. Install street trees 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
9. Provide pedestrian-scaled lighting 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
10. Provide protection from cars/promote curbside parking 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 
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11. Screen mechanical and utility equipment 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
12. Provide generous street-level windows 

   
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
13. Install pedestrian-friendly materials at street level 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
 
GUIDELINES FOR PLAZAS AND OPEN SPACE 
 
1. Treat the four squares with special consideration 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
2. Contribute to an open space network 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
 
3. Emphasize connections to parks and greenways 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
4. Incorporate open space into residential development 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
5. Develop green roofs 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
6. Provide plazas in high use areas 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 
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7. Determine plaza function, size, and activity 
 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
8. Respond to microclimate in plaza design 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
9. Consider views, circulation, boundaries, and subspaces in plaza design 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
10. Provide an appropriate amount of plaza seating 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
11. Provide visual and spatial complexity in public spaces 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
12. Use plants to enliven urban spaces 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
13. Provide interactive civic art and fountains in plazas 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
14. Provide food service for plaza participants 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
15. Increase safety in plazas through wayfinding, lighting, & visibility 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
16. Consider plaza operations and maintenance 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 
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GUIDELINES FOR BUILDINGS 
 
1. Build to the street 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
2. Provide multi-tenant, pedestrian-oriented development at the street level 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
3. Accentuate primary entrances 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
4. Encourage the inclusion of local character 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
5. Control on-site parking 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
6. Create quality construction 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 

 
 
7. Create buildings with human scale 

 
   incorporated,         need input,         N/A 
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dwg.
site analysis | planning | design

Altura Solutions
accessibility

Axiom
civil engineering

EudaCorp
cost estimating

City of Austin Parks & Recreation Department

Stakeholder + Community  
Downtown Austin Alliance |Friends of Wooldridge 

Square |  APF | Old Austin Neighborhood Association | 
Shoal Creek Conservancy | City of Austin Residents

Civic Leadership
Austin History Center | Historic Preservation Office 
| COA Planning + Zoning Department | Preservation 
Austin| Travis County | Texas Historical Commission

project team
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1. Site Analysis 2. Concept Development 3. Preliminary Plan

PARD Kickoff

Stakeholder Meeting
Site Analysis

October 25, 2016
Public Meeting 3

Preliminary Plan

10 11 12 01 02 03 04 05 06

February 17, 2016
Public Meeting 1

Concept Development

2016   2017

2015   2016
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Stakeholder Meeting
Vision Plan

PARD Review
Stakeholder Meetings

Draft Preliminary Plan

PARD Review

Boards + Commissions
For Adoption 

Stakeholder Meeting
Great Streets

10 11

August 4, 2016
Public Meeting 2

Preliminary Plan

PARD Review

project schedule
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2016   2017

2015   2016



public meetings + 
stakeholder workshops

 online + 
print surveys

5
100+

4

 survey participants

meetings with civic 
leadership

7
project review
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dwg.WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE_parks and open space master plan 2010

Parks and Open Space Master Plan- Existing Conditions

8 0   D O W N T O W N  A U S T I N  P L A N             
               

Wooldridge Square Existi ng Conditi ons

“... Wooldridge  retains its near-original landscape as an open, green, 
airy, shady, grassy, quiet respite from the urban pace around it”



dwg.WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE_ adjacent land use

ADJACENT LAND USE

Surface Parking
There are ten surface and covered parking areas 
within a block radius of the Square, nine of which are 
closed to the public.

When the Square was founded, the adjacent land use was 
mostly residential.  Today, the majority of the surrounding 
land use is public or private office buildings.

Historical Designation
The Square is located next to three structures 
recognized locally and nationally for their historic 
significance - Travis Country Courthouse, Austin 
History Center and the Moon Tower.

single family multi-family

county office city office parking garageprivate office

capitol view 
corridor 

moon tower

Residential 
Single and multi-family residences make up less than 
20% of the existing land use within a block of the 
square.
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dwg.WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE_proposed future land use

PROPOSED FUTURE LAND USE

Travis County
2011 Travis Country Central Campus Study 
proposes two additional buildings with retail 
and open space.

Austin History Center
In Summer 2016, the Austin Public Library 
will relocate to its new location on Cesar 
Chavez. The Austin History Center proposes 
to expand their operations to the former 
library.

In the next ten years, the fabric of neighborhood will 
change.  As Travis County looks to expand, Aspen 
Heights, a new apartment high rise will increase 
density in the area dramatically.

Aspen Heights
Aspen Heights will add 196 new apartment 
dwellings with 22 stories and parking garage 
scheduled for completion in 2015.
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dwg.WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE_proposed future land use

joint development

joint development

joint development

joint development

OPTION ‘A’
transit center

PROPOSED FUTURE LAND USE

Potential Joint Development 
Cap Metro proposed a joint development to 
bookend the north and south end of the transit 
center.  The Capitol View Corridor limits 
future development in this area, with respect 
to height.

Potential Transit Center
All local and terminating routes would be 
within a one to one and a half block of each 
other, which would significantly ease transfers 
for bus users. 

Cap Metro Service Plan 2020, proposes a transit 
hub in downtown Austin. Two possible sites are 
adjacent to or near the square.

Potential Bus Stop
A bus stop on the west side of Guadalupe 
would be located across the transit center for 
bus lines continuing southbound.
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dwg.WOOLDRIDGE SQUARE_transportation services

B
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BB

0.25m 

bus route open space existing bike route

future bike route existing b-cycle

bus stop

future b-cycle

TRANSPORTATION SERVICES

Bus Routes 
Guadalupe currently serves as a major bus route 
for both local and rapid lines as well as a sharrow 
lane for bus and bicycle traffic.

Bike Route
The COA 2009 Bike Master Plan proposes two
additional bike routes on the north and south end 
of the square.

Wooldridge Square is in a prime location for major 
bus and bike routes.  Proposed expansions would add 
additional bike lanes and a b-cycle station.

BB

B-Cycle
The nearest B-Cycle station is at least four blocks 
from the Square. The preliminary expansion plan 
would add two additional b-cycle stations near 
the site.

B
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next steps

Preliminary Plan Design Development Construction Documents Construction Administration

Phase I Future Phases

develop non-binding 
preliminary design concept 

refine preliminary plan design concepts 
w/ details and material selection

•	 integration of interpretive 
signage

•	 consider district opportunities 
with duncan park

•	 design program and 
dimensionality is finalized

•	 design costs are estimated
•	 materials are selected

•	 technical resolution of detailed 
design

•	 regulatory review of design

•	 contractor procurement
•	 phyiscal construction of design 

elements

develop detailed set of 
construction documents 

observe construction 
process for quality control
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B

public survey results

Top Strengths

Top Concerns

1. Visual Connection to TC + AHC
2. Simple Design
3. Signage + Lighting
4. ADA Parking/Walk
5. Steps at Community Space

1. Vertical Elements 
2. Wheelchair Lift Location
3. Retaining Walls
4. Planting in ROW
5. Speed Table

Top Strengths

Top Concerns

1. 10th St. Sidewalk Layout 
2. On-site Restroom
3. Proposed Trees + Silva Cells
4. Preserved Viewsheds
5. Moon Tower

1. 10th St. Closure
2. Loss of Parking Spaces
3. Width of Walk at Bandstand
4. Material Selection
5. Tree Deck
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Wooldridge Square is a common ground, a 
civic space where Austin comes together 
as a community. 
                                                  - Ted Lee Eubanks
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preliminary plan

Civic Promenade

Community Space

Viewing Platform

9th Street Promenade

ADA Walk + Parking Zone 

Perimeter Walk + Wheelchair Lift

Area Drains

Bench Resting Area

Street Light

Bike Rack

Bench

Trash Can

Proposed Tree

Existing Young Tree

Formal Planting Bed

Silva CellCafe Table + Chairs

SYMBOLS

LEGEND

Sharrow Lane

Relocated Moon Tower

Planting Band

Mid-block Crossing

Perimeter Streetscape

Interpretive Signage

10th street

9th street
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THANK YOU


	2016-07_Design_Commission_form WSQ
	2016-11-17 - Design Commission Updates_lo res

	Project Name: Wooldridge Sq. 
	Project LocationAddress: 900 Guadalupe St. Austin Texas 78705
	Applicant: City of Austin Parks and Recreation 
	Property Owner: City of Austin (State of Texas)
	Mailing Address: 919 W. 28 1/2 St. Austin Tx, 78708
	Mailing Address_2: 919 W. 28 1/2 St. Austin Tx, 78708
	Phone Number: 512-974-9464
	Phone Number_2: 512-974-9464
	Project ArchitectEngineer: DWG
	Project Start Date: October 2015
	Project End Date: March 2016
	Mailing Address_3: 912b Congress Ave. Austin Tx, 78701
	Phone Number_3: 512-320-0668
	Anticipated Dates of Action Planning Commission City Council: 
	Text95: 
	Text96: The project developed a preliminary plan for Wooldridge Square that addresses the recommendations outlined in the Downtown Parks and Open Space Master Plan of the Downtown Austin Plan dated Nov. 2010.  The preliminary plan shall outline and plan for improvements to the park site that will include modified Great Streets, transit considerations along Guadalupe Street, analysis of existing internal walkways to meet current ADA standards and analysis of ADA accessibility to the historic bandstand, lighting and wayfinding. Planning recommendations respond to historic status of this downtown square. The development of the preliminary plan included an extensive public process with stakeholders  and partnership with Freinds of Wooldridge Square (FOWS), Austin Parks Foundation(APF) and the Downtown Austin Alliance (DAA). 
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